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Reply to Office Action of June 20, 2008 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A process for preparing an isocyanate, said proc e ss 
comprising! 

reacting a primary amine with phosgene in a reactor , wh e r e in a r e action discharg e 
from said r e actor is in th e form of a s usp e nsion comprising said isocyanate, as a liquid, and a 
carbamyl chlorid e , as a solid, ; and 

working up said susp e nsion a reaction discharge from the reactor in a film evaporator; 

wherein the reaction discharge from the reactor comprises a suspension including the 
isocyanate as a liquid and a carbamyl chloride as a solid . 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): A- The process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the film 
evaporator is an apparatus which has no moving parts. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): A /The p rocess as claimed in claim 1, wherein the film 
evaporator is a falling-film evaporator. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): A^ The process as claimed in claim 1, wh e rein a 
further comprising subjecting a discharge from the film evaporator to distillation in a 
distillation column is conn e ct e d downstr e am of th e film e vaporator . 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): A /The process as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
working up the reaction discharge comprises th e susp e nsion is work e d working up the 
reaction discharge in two or mor e film e vaporators at least a first film evaporator and a 
second film evaporator, which are arranged in series and operate at different pressure levels. 
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Claim 6 (Currently Amended): A /The p rocess as claimed in claim 5, wherein; 
the first film evaporator operates at a pressure of from 0.5 to 25 bar; and 
the second film evaporator has- operates at a pressure which is of from 0.01 to 1 bar 
lower than the pressure of the first film evaporator. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): Ar The p rocess as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
carbamyl chloride is present in the suspension in an amount of from 0.01 to 35% by weight, 
based on the-a_weight of the isocyanate to be prepared. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A /The process as claimed in claim 1, wherein said the 
suspension further comprises amine hydrochloride and urea. 

Claim 9 (Withdrawn): A production plant comprising 

a reactor wherein a primary amine is reacted with phosgene and 

at least one film evaporator wherein a reaction discharge of said reactor, which is 

present in the form of a suspension comprising said isocyanate, as a liquid, and a carbamyl 

chloride, as a solid, is fed. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): A method for working up a reaction discharge from 
a phosgenation reactor, said- the method comprising: 

working up said- the reaction discharge from said -the p hosgenation reactor in a film 
evaporator—; 
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wherein said- the reaction discharge is in th e form of comprises a suspension 

comprising said including the isocyanat e j socyanate as a liquid, liquid and a carbamyl 

^ -chloride as a solid. 
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